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Welcome to God’s House  
 
Jesus wants focused followers. However, one of the things that can most easily 

get in the way of our focus is our earthly possessions. It is no surprise, therefore, 

that Jesus’ words so frequently focus his followers on wealth. Jesus’ followers 

don’t reject earthly wealth or despise it. They can be grateful for every good gift 

that comes from the hand of God. However, Jesus’ followers value earthly wealth 

correctly. They understand what earthly wealth can and cannot do. They don’t 

give earthly wealth a role in their lives it will never be able to fill. This week we 

focus on the fact that the identity and security earthly wealth can never provide 

is found fully and freely in Christ. 
 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
Opening Hymn      My Worth Is Not in What I Own   #753 
                          
1 My worth is not in what I own, 

not in the strength of flesh and bone, 

but in the costly wounds of love 

at the cross. (v. 2) 
 
2 My worth is not in skill or name, 

in win or lose, in pride or shame, 

but in the blood of Christ that flowed 

at the cross. Refrain 
 

Refrain: I rejoice in my Redeemer— 

greatest treasure, wellspring of my soul. 



I will trust in him, no other; 

my soul is satisfied in him alone. 
 
3 As summer flow’rs we fade and die; 

fame, youth, and beauty hurry by. 

But life eternal calls to us 

at the cross. (v. 4) 
 
4 I will not boast in wealth or might, 

or human wisdom’s fleeting light. 

But I will boast in knowing Christ 

at the cross. Refrain 
 
5 Two wonders here that I confess: 

my worth and my unworthiness. 

My value fixed—my ransom paid 

at the cross. Refrain 

 
 
Invocation 
 
In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 
Confession of Sins 

 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  



    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
 
Lord, Have Mercy                        
 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

 
 
Glory to God 
 
To God on high be glory and peace to all the earth, 

for God has shown his favor in Jesus’ holy birth! 

Almighty God and Father, our humble thanks we bring; 

we worship you, we bless you, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 



O Lamb of God exalted, you take all sin away; 

extend to us your mercy and hear us as we pray. 

With God the Holy Spirit, at God the Father’s throne, 

you reign, O Christ, forever, for you are Lord alone! 

 

 

The Word 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
  
O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures you have stored up for us in 

heaven that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the 

riches of your grace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
First Reading                       Ecclesiastes 1:1-2,12–14; 2:18-26 
 
1 The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem: 
2 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” 

    says the Teacher. 

“Utterly meaningless! 

    Everything is meaningless.” 
12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to study 

and to explore by wisdom all that is done under the heavens. What a heavy 

burden God has laid on mankind! 14 I have seen all the things that are done 

under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind… 
18 I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them 

to the one who comes after me. 19 And who knows whether that person will be 



wise or foolish? Yet they will have control over all the fruit of my toil into which 

I have poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. 20 So my 

heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. 21 For a person 

may labor with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then they must leave all they 

own to another who has not toiled for it. This too is meaningless and a great 

misfortune. 22 What do people get for all the toil and anxious striving with which 

they labor under the sun? 23 All their days their work is grief and pain; even at 

night their minds do not rest. This too is meaningless. 
24 A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in 

their own toil. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 25 for without him, who 

can eat or find enjoyment? 26 To the person who pleases him, God gives 

wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of 

gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases 

God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm of the Day                   Fill us with Your Love, O Lord  #90  
 

 

 

 



  

Lord, you have been our / dwelling place 

    throughout all gener- / ations. 

        Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the / whole world, 

            from everlasting to everlasting / you are God.  
  
You turn people / back to dust, 

    saying, “Return to dust, you / mortals.” 

        A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has / just gone by, 

            or like a watch / in the night.   Refrain 
  
Teach us to number / our days, 

    that we may gain a heart of / wisdom. 

        May the favor of the Lord our God / rest on us; 

            establish the work of our hands for us-yes, establish the work / of our hands.         
  
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

        as it was in the be- / ginning, 

            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

 
 
Second Reading                              Colossians 3:1–11 
 
3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 

above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with 

Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 

with him in glory. 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of 

these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life 

you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: 

anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to 

each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have 

put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 



Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel Acclamation                              Matthew 6:20-21       
 
Alleluia. Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  

for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Alleluia. 

 
 
Gospel                                                Luke 12:13–21 
 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 

you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of 

greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 
16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an 

abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to 

store my crops.’ 
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 

ones, and  

there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of 

grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 

from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not 

rich toward God.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 



Hymn of the Day        O God, Our Help in Ages Past   #820 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 

    our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

    and our eternal home: 
 
Under the shadow of your throne 

    your saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is your arm alone, 

    and our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood 

    or earth received its frame, 

from everlasting you are God, 

    to endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages in your sight 

    are like an evening gone, 

short as the watch that ends the night 

    before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    soon bears us all away; 

we fly forgotten, as a dream 

    dies at the op’ning day. 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 

    our hope for years to come, 

still be our guard while troubles last 

    and our eternal home! 

                     
               
Sermon                      Luke 12:13-21

                     
 

The Nicene Creed 



 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 

day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Please be seated 

 
 
Prayer of the Church  
  
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe 

on which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right 

hand in glory. 
 
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 
  
Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our 

confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our 

confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your will. 
 
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 



  
The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from 

scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from 

all forms of hate and persecution.    
 
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 
  
Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for 

future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, 

between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to 

consider service in the public ministry of the gospel. 
 
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    
  
Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain 

and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . ]  Pour 

out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss 

someone they loved. 
 
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. 

Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In 

your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with 

you forever. 
 
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 
 
 

Offering Hymn                    We Give Thee but Thine Own   #750          
 

Zion members have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If you 

are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 
 
♫   We give thee but thine own whate’er the gift may be 

All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 



May we thy bounties thus, as stewards true receive, 

And gladly as thou blessest us, to thee our first-fruits give. 

                        

 

The Sacrament 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, 

there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
♫   Round God’s throne on high blazing angels cry, 

singing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord, we praise you for your glory, 

shining brightly forth, filling heav’n and earth.” 
 
Blest be David’s Son! In God’s name he comes, 

grace and pardon to provide us. Sing, “Hosanna in the highest!” 

Jesus, hear our plea: come and set us free! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made 

us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you 

sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 
  
We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became 

flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under 

law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our 

sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for 

the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and 

honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he  

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;  

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,  

 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 



O Christ, Lamb of God 
 
♫   Lamb of God, our Savior, Christ, who takes away 
all the world’s transgressions, listen as we pray: 
 
Jesus, in your mercy, make us pure within; 
cleanse us by your perfect sacrifice for sin. 
 
Let your endless mercy evermore increase; 
comfort us with pardon, calm us with your peace. 
 
 
Distribution Hymn                Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness   #663 
 
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness; leave behind all gloom and sadness. 

Come into the daylight’s splendor; there with joy your praises render 

unto him whose grace unbounded has this wondrous supper founded 

He, though reigning high and holy, deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 
Hasten as a bride to meet him, and with loving rev’rence greet him, 

for with words of life immortal he is knocking at your portal. 

Open wide the gates before him, saying, as you there adore him: 

Grant, Lord, that I now receive you, that I nevermore will leave you. 
 
He who craves a precious treasure neither cost nor pain will measure, 

but the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has freely given. 

Though the wealth of earth were proffered, naught would buy the gifts here 

offered: 

Christ’s true body, for you riven, and his blood, for you once given. 
 
Now I kneel before you lowly, filled with joy most deep and holy, 

as with trembling awe and wonder on your mighty work I ponder, 

by such mystery surrounded, depths that no one ever sounded. 

None may dare to pierce unbidden secrets that with you are hidden. 
 
Human reason, though it ponders, cannot fathom these great wonders, 

that Christ’s body must be boundless since the souls it feeds are countless, 

and that he his blood is giving with the wine we are receiving. 

These great mysteries unsounded are by God alone expounded. 



Lord, by love and mercy driven, you have left your throne in heaven 

on the cross for me to languish and to die in bitter anguish, 

to forgo all joy and gladness and to shed your blood in sadness. 

By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, I praise you with thanksgiving. 
 
Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, Jesus, friend of friends most tender, 

Jesus, joy of my desiring, fount of life, my soul inspiring: 

at your feet I cry, my maker, let me be a fit partaker 

of this blessèd food from heaven for our good, your glory, given. 
 
Jesus, Lord of life in heaven, help me when this meal is given 

to receive it for my blessing as I come, my sins confessing. 

In this supper let me measure, Lord, how deep is your love’s treasure, 

that, as I on earth have eaten, I may be your guest in heaven. 

 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our 

love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 
Benediction 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

Amen. 

 
 



Closing Hymn                         All Depends on Our Possessing   #807:1 & 3 
 

All depends on our possessing God’s abundant grace and blessing,  

though all earthly wealth depart. They who trust with faith unshaken 

in their God are not forsaken and will keep a dauntless heart. 
 
Many spend their lives in fretting over trifles and in getting 

things that have no solid ground. I shall strive to win a treasure 

that will bring me lasting pleasure and that now is seldom found. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week at Zion 
    
 Today:   7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion 
  
 Mon:   10:00 a.m.     OWLS Meeting at Peace Hartford 
  
 Thu:   7:00 p.m.      Worship 
 
 Sun:   7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship  
   
In Our Prayers   Bret Richards, recovering at home after hip replacement 

surgery this past Wednesday; Milton Griepentrog, dealing with some health 

challenges at home in Fitchburg; and Les Hahn Sr., at Froedtert Hospital in 

Milwaukee.  
 
Holy Communion   We believe that gathering together at God’s altar to receive 

the Lord’s Supper is a testimony of the confession, commitment and unity we 

share as members of the Lutheran Church. We ask guests who are not members 

of our Lutheran denomination to speak with the pastor before joining us at the 

altar so all may have a clear understanding of our faith and practice.  
 
We thank   our accompanists this weekend: Anne Drewa on Thursday night and 

Anna Bode on Sunday morning.   
 
Please pick up the new July church calendars and copies of the new Forward in 



Christ from the cabinets in the entryway.  
 
Dodge County Fair   The organizers of this year’s outreach booth at the Dodge 

County Fair are still looking for people to staff the WELS Booth August 17-

21.  This outreach effort is sponsored by the Dodge (and borderline Dodge) 

County congregations. There is a signup sheet on the bulletin board if you are 

able to volunteer a couple hours of your time.    
 
Teachers Needed   Do you know a fellow WELS member with an education 

degree not currently serving in WELS schools who might consider serving in a 

local WELS school? Encourage them to contact lutheranschools@wels.net, and 

we’ll be happy to discuss the process. 
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